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German, Hungarian and Turk on even terms. Her
arsenal was one of the famous sights of Europe, her
counsels were secret, her police strict, her justice
renowned for competence and equity, and so greatly
had she triumphed over the Church within her gates
that there was a moment when ardent Protestants,
doubting whether so high a spirit of political inde-
pendence could consist with a loyal devotion to the
Papal See, believed that the Republic of St Mark
could be drawn into the circle of the Reformed
Communities.10

To a Florentine who had lived through the first
Medicean restoration and the second republic, who had
seen the execution of Savonarola, the sack of Prato,
the plottings and counter-plottings, the battles and
sieges, the executions and proscriptions, and all the
uncomfortable accessories of a revolutionary period,
the tranquil course of Venetian history must have
seemed to be full of instruction. Why was it that
Venice succeeded where Florence failed ? What was
the inner secret of that marvellous durability which
made it possible to compare Republican Venice to its
own advantage even with so famous a structure as
Republican Rome ?

Among the exiles of Florentine liberty, who were
cast out after the events of 1530, was a certain Donato
Giannotti, born of humble or at least not of illustrious
parentage, who was driven by the circumstances
of his life to undertake this enquiry in a serious spirit
and from whom we may learn something of the
quality of Florentine republicanism, as that creed was
held by serious and honourable men. Of Giannotti's
outward life little need be said here. He was born
in 1492, received the best classical education which